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Focus: The Life of Ude Singh
	Session 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Resources required:
Resources on Ude Singh, his family and the Savory family(below)
Teacher notes to support planning
Artefacts, letters etc, related to Ude Singh 
Web-links
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/ude-singh-i-14th-sikh-regiment-third-battle-of-krithia/2/
http://www.australiansikhheritage.com/world-war-1/

Down The Memory Lane: Saga of Devotion & Bravery: A leaf from the Gallipoli Campaign–by Harbans Singh Thandi
Extracts in Sources for lessons 7&8


	Target age/year group:
Years 5 and 6
	

	Learning Outcome
To be able to use facts learnt about Ude Singh to create a time line of his life and that of General Savory whose life he saved

	Teaching input
Revisit everything learnt in previous lessons focussing particularly on the research questions from lesson 3 the ‘hot seating’ lesson.
Scribe the information and important dates which the class already knows about Ude Singh. (Note: Ude Singh’s was born around 1887) 
Question the pupils about how we could display this information clearly. 

	Activities 
Children use the information they already have, plus information sheets based on the attached resources and photos to create a way in which to display Ude Singh’s life as a time line. 
They then use information about General Savory to add his story to the timeline.


	Plenary
Children to share their research and the way in which they have displayed the information. including the way that General Savory’s relationship with Ude Singh’s family continued after his death.  

	Follow- up ideas and links:

Display timeline and other work on working wall.










Sources for lessons 7&8
Source 1: The publication of Harbans’ Singh’s book about his father Ude Singh
The Indian Express, August 17, 2014
Correspondent: Pranav Kulkarni

For Harbans Singh, a frail 89-year-old, the First World War does not signify conflict, but friendship, a bond born of war, but one that lived long after the last troops returned home. It began on June 4, 1915, the first day of the Third Battle of Krithia, fought on the Gallipoli peninsula (present-day northern Turkey) between the Allied (British and French) forces and the Turkish/Ottoman military. The Turks had overpowered the British, and Reginald Arthur Savory, a British officer in the 14th Sikh Regiment of the British Indian Army, was on the frontline in the trenches. Singh’s father Ude Singh was a sepoy in the regiment. 
“When Savory did not return from the war front for long, my father went in search of him, though his colleagues dissuaded him. He finally found Savory wounded in the head and carried the officer back to the safety of the unit. My father carried him to the doctor and took care of him,” says Singh, a retired Panjab University employee.
Gallipoli was a bloody battleground, with only 134 of the 574 men of the 14th Sikh Regiment and only two of the 15 British officers of the unit surviving. “My father’s was the only life-saving act in the campaign. And Savory was one of the two officers who survived it, thanks to my father’s help,” Singh says .
It is a story of heroism that Ude Singh, a wrestler before he joined the army, would often narrate to his family. And one that even Savory, who would later go on to become a lieutenant-general in the British Indian army, would narrate in a letter to his parents in England. Now a property of the National Army Museum, London, the letter reads: “During the first few minutes, I was knocked out, lying on the parapet with two Turks using my body as a rest over which to shoot at our second line coming forward. When I fully recovered consciousness, the Turks had gone. I looked around and saw my little bugler lying dead, brutally mutilated. I could see no one else, stumbled back as best I could, my head was bleeding and I was dazed and then, Ude Singh, a great burly Sikh with a fair beard who was one of our battalion wrestlers, came out of the reserve trenches, picked me up, slung me over his shoulder, and brought me to safety. All the time we were being shot at.”
Savory would honour Ude Singh later too. “My father retired in 1917 and the two lost touch. In 1934, when Savory was posted in Dehradun [India] as a lieutenant colonel, my father went to meet him. Savory offered him his own chair,” Singh says.
 “After Independence, Savory left the country on December 9, 1947, for England. The same day, my father passed away,” he says. 
In 1968, when Savory visited India, Singh wrote a letter to him asking if he could come to Delhi meet him. “But he came to Chandigarh to meet us. The Punjab government wanted to host him but he stayed at our place. He would reply to all the letters I wrote to him till 1980, when he passed away,” Singh says. A corner in Singh’s small flat in Chandigarh is dedicated to the story of his father and Savory: it has a photograph of his father along with Savory besides other war insignia such as letters and articles his father used in the Gallipoli campaign. Every morning and evening, he and his wife light a lamp next to it….Singh will put off the centenary celebrations until June 4 next year. “That would mark 100 years of Ude Singh’s heroism. I will call a few good people and remember that there existed a good man who saved a precious life in WWI where everybody else was killed. I only want to live till that day,” he says. 





Source 2 Brief life of Reginald Savory
Reginald Arthur Savory was born in London in 1894.  He was commissioned as an officer in the 14th Sikh Regiment 1914. He served with them in Gallipoli in 1915 and wrote regular and interesting letters back home to his parents …. He complained to them about the idiocy of the Generals, his disgust at the way the battle was being reported back home, and this attempts to grow a beard.  His commanding officer did not approve of his officers having beards even though, as Savory pointed out in May 1915, a white officer without a beard tended to stand out among his bearded Sikh soldiers…..
Reginald Savory was awarded the Military Cross for his bravery in Gallipoli and went on to have an illustrious career as an officer in the Indian Army. This included commanding a Brigade in North Africa in 1940-41, followed by command of the Indian Forces fighting in Eritrea in 1941 and a stint as Adjutant-General of India (his good reputation suggests he was more successful than the generals he criticised 30 years earlier in Gallipoli).  He died as Lieutenant-General Sir Reginald Savory  KCIE, CB, DSO, MC in 1980 – a far cry from his reported death in battle 65 years earlier.
From https://greatwarlondon.wordpress.com/tag/reginald-savory/ accessed 16.1.15

Source 3  Harbans Singh’s description of his father’s early life
Right from a young age, my father was fond of wresting. Seeing that his son had a natural talent for wrestling my grandfathet S.Jawahar Singh Thandi (Village Manakwal near Gill Railway Station, Ludhiana) encouraged my father to take it seriously. By the age of 20, my father had become a wrestler of merit in the area.   There was a wrestling competition at Ferozepur, my father also went there to participate. A recruiting party of the 14 Sikhs (Regiment), which was stationed at  Ferozepur, was in search of recruits.  They saw my father taking part in the competition and were able to persuade him to join the Army and recruited him on August 18th, 1907.

Source 4 Harbans Singh’s description of his father’s life after Gallipoli
After the Gallipoli incident, my father had an acute attack of dysentery and was evacuated to India and posted to the unit Depot. In 1917 he was demobilized, came back the village [Ludhiana] and took to farming and wrestling.  He and General Savory did not meet one another after he had left him at the Dressing Station till 1934.

Source 5 Harbans Singh’s description of his father’s meeting with General Savory at Dehra Dun in 1934
….[he] left immediately for Dehra Dun and remained there for about a week.  Both talked about the horrible time on 4th June 1915. Gen Savory came to Sharanpur by car to drop my father.  There Gen Savory went to the ticket window to buy a Ticket, seeing that my father said politely that he would buy his own ticket himself. Gen Savory replied, “ How could it be that I should stand away and my savior be at the ticket window”. 

Source 6  Correspondence from General Savory and his mother to Ude Singh
From: Indian Military Academy Dehradun 3rd September 1934
[to] Ude Singh at Ludhiana
I was very glad to hear from you again. I hope you are well in spite of the fact that you are in straitened circumstances. 

I advise you to remain in your present employment, as it is very difficult to get any employment at all nowadays. 

I enclose Rs.[rupees] 10 to help you. Write to me occasionally and let me know how you are. I remember you well on 4 June, and in fact shall never forget your carrying me back to the dressing station when I was wounded.  
Yours truly 
R.A.Savory Lt.Col
From: 7 Lansdowne Court, Worthing, Sussex,England.
November 1934
To: Ude Singh
My son, Colonel Savory, has told me, that after 19 years, he met you recently and that it was you who, by carrying him out of action on Gallipoli in 1915, saved his life. 

I am sending you a watch as a small token of appreciation and gratitude for saving the life of a son very dear to me and thank you with all my heart for the deed.

I hope you’ll always wear the watch and that it will remind you of us both.
 Yours gratefully 
Agnes R Savory
From the Indian Military Academy, Dehradun 
11th December 1934
[to] Ude Singh
Your letter arrived the day before yesterday. I leave Dehradun on the 22nd of December and wish to see you before I go. Please come at any time convenient to you before that date.
R.A.Savory, Lt.Col
[See source 5]
From Subbulpore, India
1st March 1936
Dear Ude Singh 
Thank you for your letter. I’m glad that you are well and still at Ludhiana. 
My mother replied to your letter from England and I am sorry you did not receive it: but she is getting old now and perhaps the handwriting on the envelope was not easy to read and her letter may have gone astray. 
I hope your son is doing well at school. Are you going to enlist him in the regiment when he’s older? 
Yours sincerely
R.A.Savory Lt.Col

Source 6  Correspondence from General Savory to Ude Singh’s son, Harbans Singh
From Lt General Sir Reginald Savory, Woodburn, East Anstey, Tiverton, North Devon, England
6th January 1948 
Dear Harbans Singh
Thank you for your letter 27th of December. It is unfortunate that I just missed seeing you before I left India. 

I am very sorry indeed to hear of your father’s death. He was an old and dear friend of mine. I know how much you miss him. As you say, ‘May his soul rest in peace.’ 

I hope in other respects all goes well with you and I send you my best wishes for success in your career in the army
Yours sincerely
R.A.Savory 
To: Harbans Singh, Clerk, Adjutant’s Office, The Sikh Regiment.



From: Lt General Sir Reginald Savory, Winsford, nr Minehead, Somerset 
30th November 1950
My dear Harbans Singh
Many thanks for your letter and card and good wishes on Guru Nanak’s |Birthday  which reached me yesterday…. As you will see from the address at the head of this letter I have left my house and moved to another one about 10 miles away. 
I have not so much land as I have before, but what I have is easier to manage.
I must congratulate you on your marriage and wish you every happiness. My wife joins me in wishing you all success and adds to mine her congratulations on your marriage 
Yours sincerely  R.A.Savory 

From: Lt General Sir Reginald Savory, Winsford, nr Minehead, Somerset 
27th April 1952
My dear Harbans Singh
SAT SRI AKAL!
Thank you very much for your letter which reach me 10 days ago. I was glad to hear from you and know your new address in Ludhiana. (it must be very hot there now!) I hope you like your new life in the world of commerce and I’m sure you’ll make a success of it….
My wife and I live peacefully here in Somerset: and I am busy with many things. We think and talk often of you and your old father: and wish you the best of luck. 

Yours sincerely R.A.Savory 
From: Lt General Sir Reginald Savory, Winsford, nr Minehead, Somerset 
20th October 1952
My dear Harbans Singh
Thank you for sending the draft copy of the book on typewriting. I have written a foreword for it and enclose two copies herewith.  The book is being sent back to you by registered post tomorrow and I hope it will arrive safely. 
The three photographs arrived and I’m very grateful to you for sending them. The latest one of you (taken with your wife) shows me that your beard is great bigger since we last met but that in other respects you are not changed. I wish I could say the same of myself, but I’ve grown older and look it and I’m afraid that if I had a recent photograph of myself you would scarcely recognise it. 
I do hope you’re been successful in business and as you know I wish you every kind of good fortune.
I still think you would not be wise to look for work in England. Stay your own country where you know the conditions. You asked when I shall come to India the answer is I do not know. Things have changed very much and I do not know where my old friends are (except of course you)… I do not know where they have settled down and it makes me very feel very sad. 

With every good wish to you. Write again soon. 
From your friend  R.A.Savory (and Lady Sahiba)
From: Winsford, near Minehead, Somerset
20th November 1956
Dear Harbans Singh
Thank you so much for your letter of 6 November, which I received any few days. My wife and I send you our best congratulations on the arrival of your son, who I hope will grow up to be a great pleasure to both and a credit to you.
I see you that you are now living in Hoshiarpur, which I remember so well in the days when my regiment was stationed nearby. There used to be some very good shikar [hunting] in that district. 
With our best wishes to your wife and yourself from us both,
Yours sincerely  R.A.Savory
To Harbans Singh Thandi, Physics Honours School, Panjab University, Hoshiarpur, India.

From: Peatmoor, Church Lane, Fleet, Hampshire
12th July 1968 
My dear Harbans 
Thank you so much for your letter of 27 June. I had a good trip home by air and travelled via Moscow.

It was a great pleasure to me to be able to see you and Amarjeet and your two delightful children and to get to know you better than I have ever known you before. When we were at Kalka on 4 June, I did not realize at that time that it was exactly 53 years that very day when your father carried me out of action when I was wounded. What a curious coincidence that was! 
I felt quite sad saying goodbye to you both, but never mind I may be back in the next year and if so we will meet again.
I am sending you a copy of my book on the Seven Years War and hope it reaches you safely.
Please give my best wishes to Amarjeet and also to Billa and Bahllo Baguio in which my stepdaughter joins me.  

Yours ever  R.A.Savory

From: Richmond Cottage, Seale, Farnham, Surrey, UK
21st July 1972
My dear Harbans
Many thanks for your letter of 7 July, as well as for Bably’s of 3 July. 
Please congratulate Bably for me on passing her exam with such success, and tell her I expect to hear of further progress. I’m sure that Billoo will also do well.
I am so glad your little orchard is in good order. By this time next year it should be well-established 
My very best wishes to you and Amarjeet; I’m so glad to know that she’s better. 
Yours ever
R.A.Savory

From Sir Reginald Savory, Seale
17th June 1977
My dear Harbans and Amarjeet
I have much pleasure in enclosing a draft for 500 rupees payable to Harbans Singh Thandi.
This is my wedding present to Billa, with my best wishes for a happy marriage and long and very prosperous Life. 
With love to you all
Wahe Guru Ji Ka Khalsa!
Sri Wah Guru Ji Ki Fateh!
Yours as always  R.A.Savory



From: Sir Reginald Savory, School Hill, Seale, Farnham, Surrey, UK
29th November 1978
My darling Daizee
I was indeed delighted at the news that you arrived in this world at 19:35 hours on 25 July, 1978.  Therefore you have beaten me by three hours and 65 minutes and by now I’m sure you are becoming a big girl. I’m certain that you will always meet everybody with a beautiful smiling face and I hope that one day I will be the recipient of your smiles. 

This is the season of goodwill toward all people; so I, your great grandfather, pray to God that he will take care of you and bring you all happiness in coming years.

Please give my love to your father and mother 
Your loving great grandfather, DadaJi
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