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Focus: Ordinary Seaman Joe Murray: his early life
	Session Number: A

	Resources required:

Photographs from Durham Mining Museum(DMM): for example Portrait of a miner http://www.dmm.org.uk/gallery/0003-000.htm
Pit ponies http://www.dmm.org.uk/gallery/0006-000.htm
Alphabetical list miners occupations: http://www.dmm.org.uk/educate/mineocc.htm
Youtube film of mining with pit ponies in the 1920s https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-e7J8fGTJo
Note: source of information on the dangers of mining in Murray’s time: Report on the Explosion at West Stanley Colliery, Durham in 1909 http://www.dmm.org.uk/reports/4788-01.htm
http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80008002: the Imperial War Museum interview with Joseph Murray Reel 1


	Target age/year group:
Years 5 and 6
	

	Learning Outcome
Use a range of sources to gather evidence about Joe Murray’s early life, and write a diary entry in role. 


	Teaching input
Children are given some basic biographical facts about Joe Murray. They are introduced to his job as a greaser (see Miners’ occupations DMM) and pony driver at the Burnopfield Colliery (Hobson Pit), Durham, at the age of 12. 



	Activities 
Visit local mine or quarry if possible. 
Give children photographs, documents, excerpts of diaries, etc and ask them to investigate what life was like for boys aged 12+, working in the mines.
Listen to Murray interviewed on mining. (Transcript provided) 
Answer the following questions: 
What did his job involve?
[bookmark: _GoBack]How many hours did he work?
What was his pay?
What were conditions like?
What about his education?
Write a diary account in role as Joe Murray during his days working as a miner.


	Plenary
Children share their diary excerpts, reading in role. 
Tell children that he continued to work at the colliery for the next six years. 
Show presentation ‘True or false’ : MurraylessonA.pptx
Something then happened that changed the course of Murray’s career. Show a Royal Naval Division Recruitment Poster as a clue to the next chapter of his life.


	Follow up ideas and links:
Design a recruitment poster for the Royal Naval Division.
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