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Gallipoli Project Planning Document
Focus: Giraudoux: Life in the Trenches
	Session Number: 7
	Resources required:
Giraudoux’s diary extracts

Images of wildlife and landscape 

	Target age/year group:
Years 5 and 6
	

	Learning Outcome:
To understand more about life in the trenches

To appreciate the need to focus on small positives

To write letters to different audiences.

	Teaching input:
Read Giraudoux’s diary extracts. Provide some of the extracts for tables so children have them for reference. Discuss the juxtaposition of description of death and horror and hardship with descriptions of food and beautiful countryside etc. Why is this so interesting? What does it really show? Draw out from the children the fact that life in these trenches was so terrible that the soldiers needed to have something positive to focus on in order to try to keep their moral e up. It shows their spirit in such a desperate situation

	Activities 

Add to scrap book: Children to create sketches of things described in the diary that they think Giraudoux/soldiers would have sketched themselves in order to keep moral up. Landscape, wildlife, food etc. Provide children with images to help them create their drawings.

Letter writing: Discuss what sorts of things they would have written to families back home. Would they have wanted them to worry? What might they leave out and why?

Children to write letters home based on the information in the diary and their drawings, thinking about the effect on the reader and why they wanted to have that effect.

Possibly also write an alternative letter to a friend elsewhere (Harvard?) or a diary extract, containing a more balanced account of life and honest feelings.



	Plenary

Children read and share letters. Discuss impact on the audience.

	Follow-up ideas and links:
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