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	Session B

	Resources required:
Copies of the poem ‘Digging – A Song of the Spade’ produced in different formats/media to support pupils’ preferred modes of communication  (including digital copies or as an audio recording).  The poem is available online at: https://archive.org/stream/halfhoursathelle00herbrich#page/n0/mode/2up
Presentation of edited version of the poem: GMM2015HerbertDigging 

	Target age/year group  8- 11
	

	Learning Outcomes:
History: to investigate and interpret the past (use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past).
Literacy: to prepare a poem to perform showing understanding through expression, intonation, tone and volume.


	Teaching input:
Share the poem with the class. 
Ask children to share their initial thoughts/reactions to the poem in talk partners, as a group and then as a class: 
· What is it about? 
· How did the person writing the poem feel? 
· At this point, what else would you like to know? What questions would you like to ask?


	Activities
Re-read the poem and explore the poem (or selected verses) in more depth by discussing the language used and images that the poet creates for the reader and pick out lines in the poem that show the message that the poet is trying to get across. 

In groups, create freeze frame images to represent each verse. Photograph the group in freeze frame.

Draw a gingerbread man outline of a person.  On the inside write/sketch the thoughts and feelings of the soldiers digging the trenches.  Around the man write/sketch the events, sights, sounds, smells and so on that influence his thoughts. 

Split the class into groups with a verse of the poem to rehearse and perform.  Encourage the children to consider the thoughts and feeling of the poet at the time of writing and how they can portray this in how they read/perform the lines. 


	Plenary
Perform the poem (film it as a record of their work).  
Personal reflection: How would you feel if you were there? Do you think you could be a soldier at Gallipoli?

	Possible follow-up  The Song of The Shirt by Thomas Hood, contrasting Alan Herbert’s message with that of Thomas Hood.  http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/thomas-hoods-poem-about-working-conditions-the-song-of-the-shirt (accessed 14.12.14) 
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