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Gallipoli Planning Document
Focus: Alan P. Herbert Poem ‘The Bathe’

	Session Number 6


	Resources required:
Copies of the poem ‘The Bathe’ produced in different formats in different formats/media to support pupils’ preferred modes of communication  (including digital copies or as an audio recording).  Presentations are provided.

The poem is available online at:                                                                                          https://archive.org/stream/halfhoursathelle00herbrich#page/n0/mode/2up

Examples of trench art (real artefacts or photographs) 

 www.iwm.org.uk/history/beauty-from-the-battlefield-10-pieces-of-trench-art

Clay 

Clay tools to engrave and shape the clay 



	Target age/year group  8- 11
	

	Learning Outcome:
History: to investigate and interpret the past (use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past).

Literacy: to infer characters’ thoughts, feelings and motives from their actions 

Art: develop ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum 



	Teaching input:
What was it like for the men at Gallipoli? 

Share pictures of soldiers at Gallipoli/in trenches.  

1. What are do the pictures show us? What are the men doing? Share ideas with a talk partner and then as a class.  Emphasise that the men were not ‘fighting’ all of the time. 

2. Step into the pictures – imagine you are there.  What can you see? What are you doing? What are you thinking? How do you feel? Provide time for the children to explore all of the pictures with a partner/ in a group, adults to rotate around discussing their ideas and asking questions to deepen and develop their descriptions/thoughts and to ensure they are building up an accurate picture of life in the trenches. 

3. Share the poem ‘The Bathe’ by Herbert.  Discuss the different events and the conflicting emotions that the author is sharing. 



	Activities
Explore examples of trench art.  What does it show? How was it created? 

Linking back to the poem, ‘The Bathe’ children to create their own carving to capture the emotion and/or represent an event in the poem. Provide each child with a tablet of clay (or other suitable material depending on availability, age and skill level).  Shape clay and then use tools to engrave a picture, symbol, image or pattern inspired by the trench art and the poem.  Children may value the opportunity to sketch out designs and discuss ideas first and to practise using the clay tools before creating their final piece of work.  Additional adults to aid children with clay manipulation if necessary.  

 

	Plenary
Art gallery – display the artwork on tables around the classroom.  Wander round and look at each other’s work (peer assess - leave post-it comments as feedback, with adults scribing where needed).   Who has captured the theme/emotion of the poem?  



	Alternative/follow up activities: 

- draw or paint the images described in the poem 

- write a letter home as if you are Herbert and you have just been for a swim 

- used tuned and unturned percussion instruments to create a soundtrack for the poem



	
Follow up ideas and links:

http://www.gallipoli-music.co.uk/resources 

The Bathe - audio Powerpoint.pptx

The Bathe - symbols.pdf
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